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Just for Women

An Astrological Portrait
Prepared for Taylor Swift

Your astrological chart provides an amazing guidepost to the most important aspect of your
life: an understanding of yourself. As a woman today, you face the challenge of discovering
yourself within the context of many life experiences. You wear a variety of faces and play
many roles, experiences which can both enhance and complicate your feeling of satisfaction
with yourself and your life. Your astrological chart provides indicators which help to define
who you are, strengthening an understanding of your needs on every level. Each chart is
different in its make-up, and the myriad combinations of influences help to underscore the
importance of each person as an individual. One thing you must remember when working with
astrology: it is through your free will that you make choices. Your chart does not "make" you
do anything!

We are finally acknowledging and realizing within today's world, that men and women
experience life differently. The workings of your psyche, symbolized by your astrological chart,
are likely to be experienced quite differently through your filter as a woman than they would be
if you were born male. This report is designed for you, a woman in a world of change, a woman
seeking to become whole.

Your natal, or birth, chart is made up of several factors. Drawn upon a circular wheel, your
natal chart shows the positions of the planets relative to your place, date and time of birth.
Everything is indicated symbolically, with each symbol having specific meanings. The planets,
Sun and Moon are placed around the circle, and each is placed within a particular degree of a
sign of the zodiac. The planets, Sun and Moon are energy bodies, and the astrological signs
indicate how these energies work. Just as you are a complex of feelings, needs, drives and
desires - your natal chart maps these qualities. You will also notice that the planetary symbols
fall within particular segments of the circle. These segments, called "Houses", indicate the
specific environments and relationships which are part of your life. You may find, upon reading
your report, that there are a few contradictions. For example, one factor may indicate
independence, while another shows strong dependency. It is not unusual to experience
contradictions within yourself, and that is just what your chart illustrates about you! But when
you reflect upon these qualities within the context in which they are explained, you may
discover some self-illuminating facts about yourself. Self-understanding has a marvelous way
of emphasizing your personal power!

An Overall Glimpse at Your Astrological Chart
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The astrological signs are defined by one of four elements: fire, earth, air or water. The fire
and air elements have a yang (masculine polarity) quality, and tend to be more outgoing and
assertive in their nature, whereas the earth and water elements have a yin (feminine polarity)
quality, and are more receptive by nature. The elemental balance in your chart is determined by
the amount of energy within each elemental sign. The factors added together to find this
balance of energy include the Sun, Moon, planets and the angles of the Ascendant and
Midheaven.

With a powerful emphasis on both earth and water elements in your chart, you may be very
focused on achieving stability in the material world. Your needs for security are quite strong,
and you may be especially capable of carrying on traditions. These elements here on the
physical plane work together to form mud, and your life can become a quagmire of family,
children, money, and responsibilities - leaving you feeling stuck. You may be seen as the
woman who will always be there for everybody, but may wonder if you will ever receive the
same level of support from them. If you find yourself feeling stuck in behaviors which are
greedy or manipulative, take a look at the areas in which you feel threatened or unsupported.
Maybe you need to get out of your rut and try something different - but first you have to remind
yourself that change is safe.

The elemental balance in your astrological chart shows fire as a weak factor, which may
inhibit your ability to take action some of the time. Challenges, or even the thought of them, can
exhaust you, but avoiding challenges may also take some of the spirit out of your life! If you're
feeling uninspired or lacking in motivation at times, and want to change it, expose yourself to
situations which stimulate your sense of hope and optimism. Use fiery colors, candlelight, or
even the glow of a fireplace on a winter evening to help re-focus your energy. Take time to
exercise, since increasing your physical activity can also stimulate your mind and spirit. You
may feel overwhelmed by others who are constantly on the go, even though your attraction to
them can be immense.

Another aspect of your basic nature is determined by the balance of the modes in your chart.
The modes are also defined by sign, which are grouped together as either cardinal, fixed or
mutable. Your strongest mode is Cardinal, indicating that your basic approach to life is one of
getting things started. You're an initiator, and are happiest when you're beginning something
new. This factor sometimes indicates an enhanced sense of courage and enthusiasm. A strong
ability to get things going, maintain your inspiration, carry through with your commitments and
complete projects. Your ability to deal with different styles and human diversity enhances your
spirit of cooperation, and makes you a good choice for leadership positions. However, you also
have an adequate level of fixed energy, which helps you maintain your focus and stability in the
midst of change, and aids in your ability to complete your obligations. Your weakest link is in
mutability, which indicates that you sometimes have trouble adapting to change or that you are
somewhat inflexible in your attitudes.

When you view the whole picture of your chart, you'll see that there is an emphasis of
planets on the left side of your chart. This hemisphere strength indicates that you are driven by
a need for independence and autonomy, and that you feel most validated when you feel that
you're living life on your own terms. You may find it difficult to allow others to support or help
you, even when you want them to lend a hand, and can certainly have trouble asking for
assistance (especially if you feel it diminishes your sense of self to do so!). Relationships can be
difficult for you unless you are in a situation which allows equanimity and equality, but be
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careful of your tendency to want to take the lead all of the time. True equality means that both
partners are powerful.

You may also be concerned with the areas in your chart which appear to be empty. Never
fear, these houses are not really vacant! You are just not placing as much emphasis in these
relationships or environments, or you may be satisfying these needs through other dimensions
of your life.

Projection of Your Real Self

Sometimes showing the world who you really are is not easy, and sometimes the world may
not respond as you had hoped! It's helpful to take a look at the differences and similarities
between the attitudes, impressions and images you project and the person who resides at the
core of your being.

With your Sun in Sagittarius you are a woman who thrives on the grand adventure of life.
You may feed this urge through travel or education, but you also fulfill it through your spiritual
quests. Your enthusiasm is difficult to miss, and you can inspire others to reach beyond their
limitations through the example of your own life. But you can also be difficult to follow, and
may head into a new territory before you've even warmed your chair.

Your Ascendant is the face you present to the world, and shows how others see you. Your
Ascendant, or rising sign, is Capricorn. Your image may be one of seriousness, and you may
appear quite sedate and controlled in your behavior and attitudes. Your need for respect dictates
that you follow the rules, and even though you might like to go to work in jeans and a t-shirt,
you're more likely to show up in an impeccable suit, which looks quite nice on you, by the way.
Additionally, your dry humor and solid reliability are always welcome.

You have Saturn and your Ascendant in the sign of Capricorn. The set of standards which
you hold for yourself can be exceptionally high, and you may not be happy unless you feel you
are producing something. This can be quite helpful in some situations, but others may see you
as excessively controlling if you carry things too far.

Your Moon is in opposition to your Ascendant, which can indicate that you have conflicts
between what you need for yourself and what others demand or need from you. You may also
place too much emphasis on living your life based upon taking care of others, and may feel
emotionally drained as a result. Part of the undercurrent of this energy comes from wanting to
be connected or needing a partner. This is perfectly okay as long as you create relationships in
which your needs and desires count, too. But watch for a tendency for things to get one-sided,
and remember to give yourself ample opportunities to fulfill your own needs.

With Mercury conjunct your Ascendant, others will always see you as a communicator.
You could be in the grocery store minding your own business and someone is likely to ask you
a question - and generally, you know the answers! Your personality is outgoing, and may even
be somewhat mischievous. Sharing your ideas is natural and easy, and you may be quite
talkative. To enhance your communication abilities, concentrate on becoming an exceptional
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listener.

With Mars in semi-square aspect to your Ascendant you may rarely seem to stop, and can
feel restless when you do. This restless quality can be filtered through different attitudes. When
you're unhappy with something, your agitation or frustration will be easily noticed. You may
say or do things which prove to be irritating to others, and you may draw others to you who are
angry or frustrated themselves. To dissipate the potential hostility which can be present with
this influence, it is crucial that you deal with your anger when it arises, and that you have ample
opportunities to release any tension you feel.

With Jupiter in opposition to your Ascendant you may have difficulty setting limits and can
be entirely too scattered. The positive quality of this placement involves your ability to attract
situations which allow you to reach beyond your limitations. However, in order to succeed you
may have to limit the number of options you're pursuing at one time! Relationships with others
can be a double-edged sword as well because you may gain great benefits through your
association with a partner, but may not develop personal confidence in your abilities as an
individual. Try to give yourself the same kind of enthusiastic support you offer to others and
notice the difference!

The influence of Saturn in conjunction to your Ascendant can be especially powerful. You
may project a conservative, stable energy and can be practical in your approach to life. Taking
responsibility for yourself seems reasonable and natural, although you may sometimes get tired
of feeling that you are the only grown-up among a crowd of perpetual children. Yet the power
of self-control has been evident to you throughout your life, and you would much prefer to have
control than to have others control you! Sometimes you may take yourself a bit too seriously, so
remember to keep your sense of humor on call to avoid getting stuck in an attitude of
depression or defeat when times are difficult.

The energy of Uranus conjunct your Ascendant adds a sparkle to your personality. Your
unique sense of style can be seen in your manner of dress, which reflects your independence
and autonomy. You're not interested in being a cookie-cutter image of anyone. You may also
resent stepping into roles which require you to act or behave in a particular manner. In
relationships you need plenty of room to be yourself, and will appreciate a partner who gives
you plenty of room to exercise your autonomy. You may attract irresponsible people into your
life, but you can accept their individuality, even though they might not always be good for you.
Other people may rely upon your intuitive insights, and as you mature, you may realize that this
is the quality which provides the circuitry for your personality.

With Neptune conjunct your Ascendant you may be especially sensitive to your
environment and the people within it. Your psychic abilities are intensified through this energy,
and your impressions about things may be exceptionally clear. This is a particularly excellent
connection if you work in the arts or theater, and can be quite helpful in any healing or
counseling work. Your ability to adapt to your surroundings, including adapting to the mood of
other people, adds a chameleon like quality to your personality. The primary problem with this
placement involves your ability to be seen, or to be seen as you wish to be. Others can project
their feelings on you quite readily, and you may respond in such a way as to amplify their
projection. Sometimes too, you may feel like the invisible woman. Your vigilance in
maintaining your personal boundaries must always be strong, or you may fall into the role of
the victim or martyr.
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There are many different facets of the Moon in your chart. But when it comes to your
identity, your Moon speaks volumes about who you are at the deepest level: the soul of your
being. Your Cancer Moon radiates a quality of nurturant support to your personality. When you
take someone under your wing, they know that you're there for them. But you can be guarded
about showing your feelings, since you also feel vulnerability, and may be afraid of losing
someone or something you love. Once you allow yourself to reach the awareness that
everything changes, the fear of loss can transform into an acceptance and support of the true
process of growth. It is that experience which feeds your soul and adds grace to your life.

Understanding Your Inner Feminine Self

Although the temptation is to think that just because you are a woman you are in touch with
your inner feminine self, this is a much more complicated task than it appears to be! First of all,
the model for the true power of femininity has been lost over recent history and is now
becoming re-energized. Recovering this power is a personal task for each woman, and learning
to use feminine power constructively on a collective level is another challenge for today's
woman. This process is the cradle of self-healing, and provides the essence of your personal
security.

The primary energies associated with your inner feminine self are the Moon and Venus, but
Neptune and Pluto are also significant in your experience and expression of this part of your
psyche. The Moon is the energy which filters through your subconscious self, and tells the story
of your connection to the part of you which provides nurturing, support, care and comfort. The
person who projects the model for your Moon energy is your mother, and you see her through
the lens of your own emotional matrix, signified by the Moon. As you mature, you learn to send
this energy into the world, but to be truly effective, you must first own this energy and know
how to use it to care for yourself!

Through your Cancer Moon, you connect to the essence of feminine soul. You feel the
changes pulsating through life. You know the rhythm of your body. Your soul feels the
essential shifts of the cycles which are the heartbeat of life. Providing nurturance is as natural to
you as breathing, and you have your own special way of making others feel right at home when
they're with you. Your emotional sensibilities can be especially powerful, and you may find
yourself describing how you feel when someone asks what you think about something. It might
be easier to minister to another's needs than it is to ask for help, since you are usually
uncomfortable exposing your vulnerabilities. But you adore the feeling of being held in a tender
caress and may long for the security which arises when everyone you adore is there, close to
home, safe in the nest.

Your

reverence for the sanctity of motherhood, home and family is a powerful driving force in your
life. Sometimes, it's easier to pull out all your old memories and stay in the safety of the past
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than it is to move into new territory. Protecting yourself, and protecting those you love, can lead
to a kind of stifled existence if you go to far. Learning to get back to that space which tells you
that everything is okay, even if you are in the midst of a challenge or crisis, will give you
exceptional peace of mind. Opening the doors just a little to allow those under your care to take
a few risks on their own can be especially freeing to all concerned. You might also feel much
more satisfied when you get out of your own shell and take the risk of letting go of the past and
moving into the bright light of a new day. After all, it's only natural to change, just like the
tides. Everything flows in and out.

With your Moon in opposition aspect to Mercury, you can use your feelings about
something to add a different level of objectivity to your decision-making. It is also easy to let
your feelings and thinking conflict with each other, and you may sometimes feel torn between
being logical or rational and being sensitive. It probably upsets you when someone calls you
overly emotional, since you really want to be clear and rational. Still ,your feelings are your
feelings, and finding a way to allow your feeling nature to play a part in your life is one of your
challenges. One of the key qualities associated with this energy connection is an ability to find
the common ground, or at least the joining point, of rationale and emotionality. You'll also find
that your ability to speak with conviction makes you a very convincing woman. Because when
you believe in something, when your heart is in it, there's no stopping you. Who can argue with
that kind of power?

With your Moon in quincunx aspect to Venus, your sense of your own worth and beauty
fluctuate. Once you get used to the idea that your changeability is a part of something positive,
you can reflect a more positive level of self-esteem. It's like remembering to avoid trying on a
swimsuit when it's two days before you start your period. You know you'll look and feel better
about yourself in another week! This same energy is at work in your relationships. A healthy
relationship is not the same from day to day, and if you expect that everything, including your
feelings about someone, will always be the same, then you will never be satisfied. Once you
realize that you may appreciate yourself, someone else, or your life situation in a cyclical or
changeable manner, then you can make the adjustment, and your happiness is much more
consistent!

With your Moon conjunct Jupiter, you are a die-hard optimist, and your energy can inspire
and encourage others, too. More likely to think about conquering the horizon ahead than staying
in the present moment, you are also quite independent and don't like to think about setting
personal limitations. Consequently, it's easy to overdo it. Whether you make promises which
are later difficult to fulfill or indulge yourself too frequently, you can get in over your head
before you know it. Try to stay in the present moment some of the time. You can be difficult to
pin down, and your adventurous spirit may be more at home when you're on the move than
when you're in the kitchen.

Your Moon is in opposition to Saturn, which can add a level of seriousness or strictness to
your personality. It may seem that you've always had to be responsible and may have carried
responsibilities which were beyond your years when you were younger. You may also have felt
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some disappointment when you were a young girl and have sensed that you were not good
enough unless you followed a particular set of rules of behaviors. As a result, you may be
overly cautious when it comes to allowing yourself to be emotionally open. You can also be too
judgmental of yourself and of others and can block your feelings quite effectively when you are
in a vulnerable situation. However, you may realize that what you thought to be a satisfactory
control of your feelings was instead a repression of your deeper needs. And it is here that you
have your work cut out for you.

Determining what is right and wrong at a deep level of truth, instead of at a level of fear or
prejudice, requires a great deal of courage. This is especially true when it comes to knowing
what you need, because you may feel that there is something wrong with being who you are or
with satisfying your needs. You may also feel that you have been shortchanged by being born a
woman. If this is the case, try to determine where you learned this. In your relationships you
may opt for what is practical, and that may seem much safer than being too experimental. That's
okay as long as you can still express your needs and fulfill them. And you may find exceptional
healing through your experience of becoming a mother, but only if you can remove any
resentment you may feel about the process! You can be a wonderful teacher, a protective guide
and a steadfast shelter for your children, and may, through the experience, find that you are
giving yourself that same support you so desperately needed when you were a child.

Your Moon is in opposition aspect to Uranus, adding a high level of unpredictability to your
emotional nature and a need for personal independence. You need excitement, change and
distraction, but at levels you can tolerate without totally disrupting your life. You may also be
more comfortable when you're independent, instead of being tied to a set schedule, a certain
role or a particular list of demands. As an independent woman, you are more likely to tolerate
commitments. If you're expected or demanded to do certain things, you may just rebel for the
sake of rebellion. After all, you're an individual! There may be other planetary aspects in your
chart which add a level of focus and stability to your life, but this influence alone can disrupt
even the best laid plans! At the level of your soul you cry out to be seen and accepted for who
you are, unconditionally. That acceptance must first come from within yourself.

This influence also indicates the possibility of higher than normal fluctuations in hormonal
levels, which can also stimulate more profound emotional changeability. Those who are close
to you probably recognize a cyclical level to your alterations in mood, and you can probably tie
them to a cycle yourself if you pay attention. You may or may not decide to choose motherhood
as an option, and may be more comfortable in non-traditional relationships. To maintain a
relationship you need plenty of room to be yourself. And to be the kind of mother you want to
be, you need to develop a supportive relationship with your children which has some levels of
consistency. You may relate to teen-agers more easily than to small children.

Your Moon is opposition to Neptune, indicating that you are profoundly sensitive at an
emotional level. Your imagination, creativity and spirituality are important elements in your
life, and you need ample outlets to develop them. Although it may be somewhat difficult for
you to maintain your emotional boundaries, you do need to find a way to determine the
difference between your real feelings and the feelings you have because of your association
with others. Your sensitivity draws others into your life who may be in need of acceptance,
support and rescue. In fact you feel that you are a magnet for people who need help, and may be
drawn toward work which allows you to give of yourself to the world. You are a woman who
feels everything, and your compassion can be immense. But in order to avoid drowning in the
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woes of the world or in the miseries of life, you need to develop an emotional filter. Part of that
filter is structured through your creative expression, since when you're flowing with this energy,
you can release and open your energies toward healing. Another element of your filter can be
strengthened through meditation, or taking time to separate yourself from the demands of the
world.

In your intimate relationships you are a prime candidate for co-dependency, so be on the
alert. You may always be working to keep your awareness levels clear, so that you know you
real feelings. It is so tempting to rescue others. Before you dive into the turbulence, can you
swim? Sacrificing yourself can be quite costly. If you are confused about what you need, you
are likely to be too deeply immersed in something or someone, and can benefit from developing
some outlets which provide objectivity. As a mother, you may be especially sensitive to your
children and their needs. In fact, your psychic sensitivity to their feelings can be amazing. Your
spirituality and compassion can be a wonderful comfort for them. You can also allow them to
take advantage of you, since you are susceptible to their emotional blackmail - so be on the
alert, especially when your children get older.

Your Moon is in the Full Moon Phase of the Lunation Cycle, signifying that you are in
pursuit of illumined consciousness. This phase stimulates a quality of idealism, and you may
feel most alive when you are somehow connected to the world around you in some way. Your
objectivity may be one of your strongest qualities. The archetypal quality associated with this
phase of the moon is that of "The Lover," the part of you which knows and shows the power of
attraction, sensuality and desire. Through these qualities, you can create a level of eroticism and
high romance.

This sense of relatedness can stimulate a powerful desire to find your soul mate, and you
may be more driven than many women to make that connection. But it goes beyond a singular
relationship, since you are also capable of becoming intimately connected to the world in some
manner. Communal experiences are quite empowering for you. Whether you're participating in
rituals in church, sharing a group consciousness experience at a retreat, or caught in the thrill of
cheering for your favorite team - you can ride the wave of energy, and add your own vitality
and strength to carry it further. The process of evolution and growth are extremely important,
and despite your biological age, you will be most satisfied when your days and nights create a
rhythm of continuity, completion, objectivity and connection.

Through the energy of Venus you express your feminine wiles, and also locate the part of
yourself that needs to be emotionally expressive. Your sense of inner beauty and feelings of
personal worth are also functions of Venus. Venusian energy is part of your connection to other
women, and the placement of VVenus in your chart can tell you a lot about your openness and
acceptance of your own femininity. Although your Moon may indicate your basic emotional
nature, the manner by which you express your feelings is frequently through Venusian energy.

Through the energy of Venus in Aquarius you harbor a sense of unconditional love, and
need love relationships which allow you to feel free, open and expressive. Your capacity for
friendship is immense, although you may have only a few special friends who share your
intimate thoughts and secrets. Yet everyone who meets you may feel that they have found a
friend, and you are likely to be sincere in your desire to acknowledge the humanity in everyone.
Although your feminine nature is quite strong, in some respects, you may feel almost
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androgynous, since you may be able to relate to men and women with a clear understanding and
connection. You may have quite a broad appeal, and if your career places you in the public eye,
men and women alike may respect and admire you. Your sense of personal style is likely to be
quite unique, and you may look great in clothing which is trend-setting or unusual. You may
even create some of your own styles, or have someone create them for you alone. Translucent
colors like violet, turquoise and purple stimulate your energy.

In relationships you may find it difficult to focus on just one person until you know for sure
you've found someone who understands and accepts your uniqueness and individuality. The
man who is looking for the "regular” wife has not found his answer in you! You are most likely
to exchange vows you've written yourself than to feel at home with the old standby of "love,
honor and obey", and certainly would leave out the obey part. You may also prefer to avoid
marriage altogether unless it serves a reasonable purpose and is addressed on your own terms.

There are no major aspects to Venus in your chart. To a large extent, this indicates that the
energy of VVenus is empowered, because it operates without undue influence from others
energies in your chart. You may find it easier to develop a strong sense of self worth, but only if
you are clear about your true values. Feeling loved is very important; the way you go about it
centers in your ability to confirm that you deserve the love you need! The qualities of this
energy may be an outstanding force in your life, and this is the energy which people frequently
associate with your identity.

Although the planets Neptune and Pluto move very slowly and are generational in nature,
they do have an influence upon your psyche. These energies define much about the collective
experience which shapes your inner self. You're experiencing Neptunian energy when you're in
the midst of reverie, when you're deep in dreams and when you're feeling compassionate.
Neptune drives your imagination, the realm of illusion and your psychic sensibilities. Because
Neptune is difficult to grasp on a physical level, there is a lot about this energy that can be
problematic, and when you are caught in the negative grasp of Neptune, you can give in to
addictive behaviors, escapism and deception manifesting. But you do have a way of channeling
this energy. It is through Neptune that you find the heart of compassionate love and
understanding. This is the doorway to your inner self.

With Neptune in Capricorn, you are part of the generation of young women born from 1984
through 1998 who will carry the torch for the new structure of modern society. It may be your
job as a collective to bring order out of chaos. One of the primary dilemmas you will face
involves the importance of productive lifestyles and responsible choices. You will also be
surrounded by a large number of people who are of the "older" generation. Institutions
(including government and educational institutions) can be especially powerful during your
lifetime, so when you're creating them try to be aware of the functions they can serve within
society which will further the development and evolution of humanity.

Pluto represents the primordial essence. It is from this level that all transformation occurs:
birth, death, illness and healing. It is also here that the powerful kundalini force continually
regenerates itself. This is the space of all creation and all power. It is the space of origin: the
Great Mother.

You are part of a generation of young women born from 1984 through 1995 who have Pluto
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in Scorpio, and you will play a key role in understanding the true nature of healing. The
advances in medicine developed by your generation will have far-reaching effects on the
quality of life. But you must also heal the environment, and may feel that you're spending a lot
of time cleaning up the mess wrought by the generations which preceded you. In order to assure
the survival of humanity, you may have to face exceptional challenges, but you're up to it!

Owning Your Inner Masculine Self

For centuries, women were not allowed to assert themselves in the world, and carefully
learned the role of supporter of their "men." Those who failed to respond in this manner were
frequently shunned or punished, although there have always been women who defied
convention! During this century particularly, women have broken out of their strictly
"conventional” roles, and have been making their way in the world. Because of this, women
have been successful at fulfilling more of their needs, and owning their own power more
readily. As a result, a woman's relationship with the men in her life has also changed. Despite
women's collective knowledge about the need to be whole persons, it is still sometimes easier to
allow men (fathers, brothers, lovers and husbands) to "own" certain qualities. (They, in turn,
prefer that women own certain qualities - like emotions!) But to become truly whole and
functional, it is necessary to find and incorporate your inner masculine self into your sense of
wholeness, instead of projecting that part of yourself onto others (most usually men) in your life.

Through the process of becoming at home with your ego, you gain a true sense of personal
strength and power. To own this power, you must learn to acknowledge that it is okay to be
recognized for who and what you are. Your Sun energy is the primary factor in the expression
of ego needs. As a young girl, you may have seen your father through the filter of your Sun. His
power of getting out into the world, and the manner by which he did it, have shaped your own
sense of personal identity. And today, the Sun in your chart may symbolize significant men. But
this energy is, in itself, the core of your spirit.

Since you've always wondered about everything, a certain level of personal assertiveness
has always been part of your personality. Your Sagittarius Sun energy is a powerful driver,
stimulating your sense of adventure and endless questioning and giving you an air of
excitement. You're the woman who has been comfortable venturing out on your own,
particularly if you have a strong interest driving you. As a young girl your experience of your
father may have been especially connected to his interest in learning or his philosophical or
religious teachings may have been a stronghold in your life. But you may also have a desire to
develop these elements of your life in your own way, and in searching for the truth of yourself
are likely to discover some differences from your upbringing. Developing your individual
identity may be easier said than done because you may always have a tendency toward extreme
reverence for your teachers and may take the teachings too literally. Task one: separating the
teacher from the teaching will allow you to gain confidence in your individual ability to
develop a connection to divine truth. Then, as you explore the vast nature of spirituality, you
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may discover a path which is uniquely your own. This in turn influences your sense of who you
are, not just as a woman, but as a human being on a quest for the ultimate.

There are no major aspects to the Sun in your chart. To a large extent, this indicates that the
energy of the Sun is empowered, because it operates without undue influence from others
energies in your chart. Your ego self can be very strongly developed, and you may feel more
comfortable creating life on your own terms. You can be who you want to Be! The qualities of
this energy may be an outstanding force in your life, and this is the energy which people
frequently associate with your identity.

Mars energy is assertive, aggressive and combative, and can be angry. These are not
"feminine" qualities. In fact, women who possess and project these qualities from within
themselves often get bad names, and are called "ball-busters," or other expletives, by the men
who are dealing with them. But to become fully whole, you need to accept the manner in which
you can utilize your Mars energy so that you are confident and strong with it, and so you can
get into the world and make things happen for yourself!

With Mars in Scorpio, you're determined to fulfill your desires, and can be unstoppable in
your drive to achieve your aims. You're not likely to deny your sexuality as part of your
personal magnetism and can be strongly aggressive when you know what you want in any
circumstance, including the bedroom. But you are also the mistress of control and can be cold
as ice when you've been hurt. You understand the power which surges in the soul of a woman
because you've harnessed it more than once.

You may be very disciplined, at least some of the time, with Mars semisquare Saturn. It's
that "some of the time" which is at the core of the problem. Consistent effort is not your strong
suit unless you really want what you're going after. When you want something badly enough,
you can be quite persistent, sometimes to the point of compulsive. If you expect that men are
the only ones who are really supposed to be responsible for all the difficult concerns in life,
you'll be frustrated when you realize that he (or they!) are taking charge. You can be quite good
at being in charge once you learn the difference between focus and restraint. Until you are
taking responsibility for your own actions, you are only functioning in a limited capacity.
Fearing the effects of taking assertive action is a denial of your own power and stifles the
development of your inner masculine strengths.

Sometimes, you just cannot locate your assertive self with Mars in semisquare aspect to
Neptune. This is particularly troublesome when you really want something, but do not know
how to go about making it happen. Focus your actions by becoming aware of your tendency to
vaporize your own energy when someone else more influential than you enters the picture.
That's just an illusion anyway: you are the one creating your life, how much more influential
can you get? So, when you're involved with a man and lose yourself in his desires and attitudes,
you're giving away your power. There is a big difference between adding your support and
losing your own life direction. Your struggle is very centered around this issue.
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Developing Your Mind

Education and learning are lifelong processes. Your approach to developing your intellect is
multifaceted, but there are special indicators in your astrological chart which help you
understand the best ways to develop your mentality. Improving and strengthening
communication skills is also part of developing your mind, since connecting to others is
certainly improved if you can effectively illustrate your point of view!

Although the energy of Mercury is traditionally considered to be the main indicator of your
mentality, there are also other qualities which are part of your mental and intellectual self. First,
let's look at Mercury, which is the energy through which you link your thoughts and ideas with
others. Your practical approach to learning is stimulated by your Mercury in Capricorn. You
prefer to deal with the facts, and may be uncomfortable when faced with purely theoretical
possibilities. For this reason, you're more interested in knowing about things you can grasp with
your physical senses. Participating in learning is crucial for you, and situations which give you
a hands-on opportunity will afford faster, more efficient assimilation of information. You can
also be an exceptional teacher because you know how to structure the presentation of material
and information in a manner which will build a solid foundation for understanding. Earning
respect for your knowledge may be important for you, and you may be drawn toward
developing a definitive career path which affords you the respect you desire to achieve.

You can be quite abrupt with Mercury in semi-square aspect to Mars. When you're eager to
say something, you may just blurt it out without thinking. Although this can add a quality of
spontaneity to your personality, sometimes you may feel that you've just put your foot in your
mouth! Jumping to conclusions can also interfere with your learning process, in that you may
sometimes find it difficult to complete a task or finish an assignment.

You may always feel that you want to know more than you do. The influence of Mercury in
opposition to Jupiter stimulates a powerful desire to gain greater understanding and to improve
your intellectual abilities. It also stimulates a sense that you will never reach the horizon. In
some respects, this influence can be quite helpful, because you will always be seeking new
information and inspired by new circumstances. However, the restlessness associated with this
influence can lead to a kind of wanderlust, in which you are never quite satisfied with your
knowledge or abilities.

You're a serious and critical thinker with Mercury conjunct Saturn, although you may have
a well-developed sense of humor. Sometimes, your dry humor is misunderstood, especially by
those who take you too seriously. You do have the ability to discipline your mind and focus on
whatever you're studying. As a result, you may be a good student, but perform best in subjects
which hold your interest and have a practical application to your life.

You're an inventive thinker with Mercury conjunct Uranus and may be fascinated by new
ideas and unusual people. You may learn best in an open environment with few restrictions and
prefer to operate independently in your career. Sticking with the same old routines everyday is
boring, so you're probably quite good at creating distractions.
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Your psychic awareness opens your mind to a different realm of thinking with Mercury
conjunct Neptune. Your imagination and creativity flow readily through your communicative
self, and expressions such as writing, music and photography provide excellent outlets for you.
You may love poetry and are fascinated by anything spiritual or otherworldly. Acting is a good
outlet since you have the ability to immerse yourself into the development of a character.

The energy of your Moon also has a mental component. The Moon is the realm of thought,
the process of subconscious thinking, and plays a strong role in intuitive thinking. Your
thinking processes are quite comprehensive, and through the influence of your Cancer Moon,
you tend to think in terms of continuity. This allows you grasp the deeper meanings of history,
and to develop an appreciation for the ever-changing development of humankind on the planet.
You may also have excellent powers of mental retention. Your teachers will always be an
important part of your life, and your appreciation for their efforts is not likely to go unnoticed.

Jupiter also plays an important role in learning, stimulating you to look ahead into the realm
of possibility, beyond the horizon of the now. Through the energy of Jupiter, you share what
you know with others. As a woman, you are likely to feel most at home when you use this
energy to encourage and support others, but you can also apply this to yourself! Your
philosophical approach to life and learning may be very much like mother taught you with
Jupiter in Cancer. Your adherence to some of the attitudes which shaped earlier generations has
great value for you, and you may have a keen understanding of the importance of learning from
history. Sometimes, however, your emotional attachment to your philosophies can get in the
way of the essence of how and what you believe.

Sometimes, you may feel that you're pulled between two poles with Jupiter in opposition to
Saturn. On one side is your desire to do everything according to the rules, and on the other side
is your desire to feel free as a bird. There is a middle ground, but it can seem like an unhappy
compromise if you are trying to satisfy too many other people. Your need to establish your
expertise is important, but you may also want to carry yourself further than your teachers or
guides taught you. That's okay. It's called progress.

Your strong will and independent way of thinking may have made it difficult to adhere to
the educational plan set forth by traditional society. With Jupiter in opposition to Uranus, you
need to learn in the school of life, although you can also accomplish an education within the
system if you must. Your need to break free of dogmatic thinking is powerful, and you will
probably rebel against any school of thought which tries to label you in any way. After all,
you're here to break the mold, right?!

You're an idealist with Jupiter in opposition to Neptune. Since you want to believe the best
in people, you may get into situations where you are deceived, especially where legal
agreements are concerned. It's crucial that you consult an impartial third party on any decisions
which can affect your long term future, and especially in circumstances which involve finances.
In learning situations, you may have difficulty separating the teacher from the teaching,
particularly in spiritual teachings. Your emotional attachments can get in the way of your clear
judgment.

The purpose of Saturn is to provide clarity, structure, form and discipline - elements which
are certainly important to learning. Saturn functions primarily as your inner teacher. Mothers
are the most influential Saturnian models in western society. They provide the structure,
guidance and support for their children in the realms of learning, socialization or personal
growth. Once you enter society as a child, teachers play the Saturnian role. But the role of
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mothers and teachers in relationship to Saturn is to help you define the structure upon which
you will build your life. Then, you "own" your Saturn, and know how to discipline and focus
your own energy.

You're likely to do whatever is necessary to help you accomplish your aims with Saturn in
Capricorn. If that includes extensive education, then you're on track, but you may also discover
that the things you need most to learn are in the school of life. You can be highly disciplined,
and may have a desire to achieve mastery in your chosen field. You also appreciate the practical
side of life and might enjoy learning skills which help you maintain control over your life - like
knowing how to change your own tires or repair a leak in the kitchen sink.

The areas of your chart which are connected most strongly to mental and intellectual
development are the 3rd, 9th and 11th Houses. The 3rd House of your chart deals with
communication and the development of concepts.

Your approach to communicating and making contact with the world is direct and to the
point with Aries on the cusp of your 3rd House. Your mental activity level can be consistently
strong, and you have the potential to be a dynamic speaker or writer. Mental challenges, such as
puzzles and brain teasers, can be enjoyable, but you may also get fired up in a good debate. You
can be argumentative with Mars ruling your 3rd House, and are uncomfortable when you have
to stay on a schedule. Learning things on your own and striking out on an individual path can
be very exciting and may be the most mentally stimulating challenges of your life.

There are no planets in your 3rd House, indicating that developing your communicative
capacities is not one of your highest priorities. However this does not indicate an impairment in
your thinking or a lack of intellectual development. To further understand your approach to
communication reflect upon the meaning of the sign on the cusp of this house, explained above,
and study the influence of Mercury in its sign and house as indicators of the best ways to
develop your intellect.

Your 9th House shows your approach to higher learning, which is usually accomplished
through a college or professional degree program. Subjects like philosophy, religion, political
science, cultural pursuits and the like are strongly associated with this facet of your
development.

You may see education as a means of refining your innate ability to learn and understand
with Libra on the cusp of your 9th House. Your love of literature, philosophy and fine arts may
lead you to study them further or to become quite adept in developing your own esthetic
abilities. The social aspect of higher education may have been quite enjoyable during your
college days, and you may still love to be around others who are fascinated by ideas. Study
groups, community or church activities, and politics may be allow you to further your interests.
With Venus ruling this house your own sensibilities may be a bit more refined. Coarse speech
or destructive behavior may fly in the face of what you feel is proper and socially acceptable.

There are no planets in your 9th House, indicating that extended education in a formal
setting may not be your highest priority. Although you may be quite philosophical or approach
life itself as a learning experience, you may have interruptions in formal education or may find
that you learn in different ways than those found in more academic settings. To further
understand your approach to education study the meaning of the sign on the cusp of the 9th
House explained above, and reflect on the energy of Jupiter and its sign and house placement as
indicators of the development of your higher mind.
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Through the 11th House you learn from peers, and connect with your community. The 11th
House involves your special interests, too. This is very much the school of life, because this is
also the area which relates to developing your goals.

Although you probably have rather well-defined goals, you don't always let other people
know about them with Scorpio's influence on the cusp of your 11th House. You have a lot
invested in achieving your aims and may not welcome the emotional input others have to offer,
particularly if it undermines your plan of action. So, you've learned to give only so much
information about where you're going and to keep the rest to yourself. Pluto's energy rules this
house, adding an intensity to your focus when you're on the path toward realizing your
accomplishments. Sometimes you can be so obsessed with getting there that you miss
something else along the way. It's probably a good idea to step back and alter your perspective
from time to time.

When you have a goal, your action, energy and courage play a significant part in achieving
it with Mars in your 11th House. You may enjoy challenges and can accomplish more if you are
met with situations which require you to rise to the occasion. You may also prefer to stir up
activity levels when things start to get a little boring or stale. Choosing the outlets within your
community and among your friends and professional associates which will allow you to make a
difference can be very important. But you may also find that you become too involved in the
social side of life and lose track of your larger goals. When you do focus on your aims, you
have no trouble doing whatever is necessary to make them happen.

Your Special Edge

It's true. Women are definitely the intuitive sex. The process of intuitive awareness may be
more developed for you as a woman because you are more cyclically aware, thanks to your
anatomy and hormonal changes. But there is something more. As a woman, your natural
affinity with the energy of the Moon increases your receptivity, an important ingredient in
opening to the intuitive process. Intuitive awareness is multifaceted. You can use it when you're
dealing with emotional and psychological issues, you can apply it to your creative expression,
and you can take advantage of your intuition in your work as part of your decision-making.
Developing your intuitive process is like developing any other sensibility - you have to
concentrate some time, effort and energy in order to finely hone this element of your psyche.
Although some quality of intuition may be there innately, to make the most of it, you must learn
to trust, listen and incorporate it into your life.

The parts of your chart which are most strongly associated with intuitive sensibility are the
water houses: the 4th House, the 8th House and the 12th House. The 4th House is connected to
your soul history. It is here that you seek a sense of home, a connection to your family, and a
feeling of safety and comfort. It is here that your soul remembers your past, even if your
conscious mind cannot fit the pieces together.
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With Taurus on the cusp of your 4th House, you may feel a powerful drive to create a
stable, secure base of operations. Sometimes, however, you can be so focused on external
values that you forget the importance of forging a meaningful connection to the deeper purpose
of your life. With the energy of Venus influencing this house, you are learning that one of your
keys to unlocking the mysteries of your soul history is through your heart. When you can open
to the essence of love which resides in the center of your being and allow this love to flow into
your environment and those within it, your soul is nourished and you are whole.

There are no planets in your 4th House indicating that you may not assert a strong level of
conscious energy in building a connection to your soul. This does not mean that you cannot
achieve an inner sense of recall regarding your soul's history or your deeper needs, but indicates
instead that you may find the doorway through other activities or experiences beyond your
connection to your family of origin or their traditions. To further understand this gateway to
your soul, study the sign on the cusp of this house explained above for the influences which will
help you remember your spiritual past.

The 8th House brings you into your deepest emotional attachments, and is the space where
you are alchemically transformed. This is the seat of your magical power: your ability to change
yourself in order to become whole. Here is the heart of healing, but here you also hide your
greatest vulnerabilities. Most people shy away from dealing with 8th House issues like sex,
death and taxes. After all, there can be problems with any of them, and they are not easy to
explore out in the open. But there is more. For your intuitive development, this area represents
the part of you which holds your power, and you must learn to accept and embrace this side of
yourself to feel truly satisfied with your life.

With Leo on the cusp of your 8th House, you may have a lot invested in trying to
understand the deeper mysteries and questions which surround birth, death, sexuality and
personal alchemy. You may feel that the importance of developing a connection to these levels
will strengthen your personal power, but must safeguard against trying to control the outcome
of things you cannot influence. The influence of the Sun on this house adds a desire to employ
your willpower to deal with these ultimate life experiences. Although you do know that your
energy is responsible for creating your life circumstances to a certain extent, you may not like
the times when you have to surrender to a higher power. Yet, there is some comfort in knowing
that if you release your attachment to your own will as the ultimate and allow a higher will to
guide you, that you can create an even more rewarding experience of life which affords true
healing and regeneration of your spirit.

Since you do not have any planets in your 8th House you may not feel very strongly driven
to probe into the mysteries of life. Perhaps you do not have issues in this regard, but there may
also be other factors in your chart which drive you in this capacity, and do not need the
additional focus in this particular area. To further understand your 8th House study the sign
associated with it explained above, and look to the planet associated with that sign.

The 12th House is the space of your dreams. Here, you surrender your conscious self and
float into the beyond. This is also the place in your psyche which contains your past, and where
you are one with all humanity. Your super conscious self rests in this part of your psyche: the
part of yourself that transcends your everyday reality.

Underneath it all, you have a deep faith in the natural order of things with Sagittarius
influencing your 12th House. Although other elements in your personality may prompt you to
fight against your sense of a higher power, when you surrender to life's flowing energy, the
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struggle becomes much easier. Your ability to look back into history, human history and your
own, and learn from your trials and errors can give you a remarkable edge in your
determination to transcend the ordinary. The energy of Jupiter rules this house in your chart,
adding a capacity for vision and broad-minded confidence to your subconscious self. You
intuitively know that when you are focused upon Truth, everything else pales in its light.

The energy of your Sun in the 12th House can produce a desire to close away from the rest
of the world - at least part of the time. You may enjoy giving energy to spiritual pursuits
throughout your life and may feel most at peace when you can create a positive filter between
your consciousness and the cacophony of the world. Your ability to experience an inner
awareness can be quite profound, but you may have a few bumpy paths along the way before
you achieve a true peace with yourself. Giving of yourself to the world through healthy
channels can strengthen your sense of personal evolution. But simply withdrawing, escaping, or
falling into addictive patterns will accomplish little more than wasting your vitality.

Your intuitive self can be highly stimulated with Uranus in your 12th House. You may have
flashes of insight which vanish as quickly as they come, and may need to develop some manner
of focusing your mind in order to take advantage of your sense of knowingness. Your
meditations can be freeing, but you may have trouble just sitting quietly. An active form of
meditation, such as hatha yoga, tai chi, chi gong or even dancing can be both inspiring and
clearing for you.

The energy of your Moon plays an important role in your intuitive development. Since your
Moon is related to your subconscious mind, it should not surprise you that this is the part of you
that contains all knowledge about yourself and your life. Occasionally it's a good idea to purge
from your psyche the things you no longer need - much like an internal house cleaning. Your
hormonal cycles provide an excellent opportunity to do just that, and by using this natural
rhythm to release, you can feel much more open to clearer transmission of intuitive thinking!

Since your psyche is rather impressionable with your Moon in Cancer, you may be rather
sensitive to the emotional energy around you. Your intuitive insights are more on an emotional
level - like knowing what's happening with your children, or feeling something strange when
your mom is not well. These connections are not unusual for you, and if you develop them, they
can provide a great deal of comfort and clarity. But if you become too emotionally involv